§ 156.158 TEMPORARY SIGNS.
(A) Permit required.
(1) Unless otherwise specified in § 156.153(B), Permit not required, temporary signs require a
sign permit.
(2) Temporary signs may be erected and maintained only in accordance with the provisions set forth below.
(A) Signs. Except as otherwise provided herein, a temporary sign is allowed only as a noncommercial
sign for the town or a tax-exempt organization.
(1) Temporary signs shall not exceed 35 square feet of sign area.
(2) Only two temporary signs may be erected on any lot.
(3) Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.
(4) Temporary signs shall conform to all other general regulations in this subchapter.
(5) A maximum of two temporary signs will be allowed for a period of 14 days for any one event.
(B) Flags. Flags of the United States and the State of South Carolina may be displayed in a
commercial zoning district, under the following conditions:
(1) A maximum of one each of the aforementioned flags may be displayed at one time.
(2) The pole from which the flags are flown shall not exceed either 35 feet or 50 feet in height, as
determined by the Town Building Height Plan.
(3) The maximum size of the flag flown from the flagpoles mentioned above shall not exceed:
(a) Six by ten feet for 35-foot flag poles; or
(b) Eight by twelve feet for 50-foot flag poles.
(4) All such flags shall be displayed in accordance with the protocol established by the Congress
of the United States and the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina.
(5) Any flag not meeting these conditions shall be deemed a temporary sign subject to the
regulations contained herein. However, these conditions shall not apply to the noncommercial
display of flags in residential zoning districts.
(6) Provided further that a business located in the federally approved/designated foreign trade
zone within the town limits may also display one flag representing a nation other than that of
the United States of America, if the business's corporate headquarters is located in a foreign
country.
(a) The display of a national flag other than that of the United States of America is limited to
that of the country in which the business's corporate headquarters is located, and must
adhere to all of the other specific requirements hereunder and to the protocol established
in the United States Code, Title 36, Chapter 10.
(b) Granting of the right herein to fly a foreign national flag is contingent upon reciprocity by
the foreign country, itself, with respect to flying the U.S. flag.
(C) Political signs. (See also Chapter 96, Political Signs)
(1) It is unlawful to place, erect, or maintain any political sign so as to pose a hazard to pedestrian
or vehicular traffic along streets, sidewalks, or at street corners.
(2) It is unlawful to place, erect, or maintain any political sign that:
(a) Is illuminated, or
(b) Is larger than 16 square feet.
(3) It shall be unlawful to place, erect, or maintain any political sign on private property without
the consent of the owner of the property.

(D) Real estate signs.
(1) General.
(a) Any property owner or his agent may display or have displayed on the real property to
which it pertains, a sign that advertises the property for sale, lease, rent or exchange,
provided the sign meets the requirements of this section.
(b) Real estate signs are prohibited within the public right-of-way or on public property, or as
temporary, off-premises, open house signs.
(c) Real estate signs shall be removed within 15 days after such property is no longer for sale,
lease, or exchange.
(2) Residential districts.
(a) In residential districts, a sign, not exceeding eight square feet in area, is permitted
pertaining to the sale, lease, rental, or display of the property on which the sign is
located.
(b) One sign per property.
(3) Nonresidential districts.
(a) In nonresidential districts, a sign, not exceeding 16 square feet, is permitted pertaining to
the sale, lease, rental, or display of the property on which the sign is located.
(b) Freestanding real estate signs may be located on vacant parcels only.
(c) All other real estate signs must be affixed to the building or displayed within a window,
but not both.
(d) Real estate signs in shopping and/or retail centers must be displayed within the tenant
space window and/or in the tenant panel space of the freestanding sign.
(E) Construction signs.
(1) On residential properties:
(a) One building contractor's or developer's sign, not exceeding eight square feet in total
area, to be located on the same lot within 15 feet of the front door of the main building;
(b) Subcontractors' signs shall be included within this eight square foot sign;
(c) The signs shall be removed from the site within 30 days after the completion of the
project.
(2) On commercial properties:
(a) One identification sign, not exceeding 32 square feet for each contractor, developer,
engineer or the like associated with a given project;
(b) The signs shall be located close together in an aesthetically-pleasing manner;
(c) These signs must be removed 30 days after issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the
project, or one year after issuance of the building permit, whichever comes first.
(Ord. 97064, passed 12-9-97; Am. Ord. 02024, passed 6-11-02; Am. Ord. 05028, passed 8-10-05;
Am. Ord. 11006, passed 2-8-11) Penalty, see § 156.034

AMENDMENT

ORDINANCE NO. ~1~90~1~7_ _ __ _
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION
53.04 OF CHAPTER 53 OF THE MOUNT
PLEASANT CODE OF ORDINANCES
PERTAINING TO ENVIRONMENTALLY
ACCEPTABLE PACKAGING AND PRODUCTS
BY REVISING SECTIONS 53.0l(n) and 53.06

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2018, the Town of Mount Pleasant, South Carolina adopted
Ordinance Number 18024 entitled Environmentally Acceptable Packaging and Products, which
will become effective April 16, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Town, in collaboration with the South Carolina Retail Association,
desires to amend subdivisions of Section 53.06 to provide clarification to assist the Town's
businesses in their implementation of Ordinance Number 18024. The Town also seeks to amend
53.0l(n) to provide a definition of "Reusable Carryout Bag" that is uniform with its surrounding
municipalities;
NOW THEREFORE, The Town of Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, duly assembled,
hereby ordains that Chapter 53 of the Town Code of Ordinances, specifically Section 53.0l(n)
and 53.06, shall be and are hereby amended and shall read as follows:
§ 53.01: DEFINITIONS

(n) "Reusable carryout bag" means a carryout bag that is specifically designed and
manufactured for multiple reuse, and meets the following criteria:
displays in a highly visible manner on the bag exterior, language
describing the bag's ability to be reused and recycled;
11 has a handle;
w is constructed out of any of the following materials:
1. Cloth, other washable fabric, or other durable materials whether
woven or non-woven; or
2 Recyclable plastic, with a minimum thickness of 4 mils; and
3. has a minimum lifetime of 125 uses, which for purposes of this
subsection, means the capability of carrying a minimum of 22
pounds 125 times over a distance of at least 175 feet.

1.

§53.06: EXEMPTIONS FOR RECYCLABLE OR PROPERLY COMPOSTED FOOD
SERVICE WARE AND OTHER POLYSTYRENE/PLASTIC FOAM PRODUCTS
a) Products made from polystyrene/plastic foam which is wholly encapsulated or encased
by a more durable material are exempt from the provisions of this chapter. Examples
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include surfboards, boats, life preservers, and craft supplies which are wholly
encapsulated or encased by a more durable material, and durable coolers not principally
composed of polystyrene/plastic foam.
b) Construction products made from polystyrene/plastic foam are exempted from this
ordinance if the products are used in compliance with Town Code and used in a manner
preventing the polystyrene/plastic foam from being released into the environment
c) Emergency, Hospital, and Medical Supply and Services Procurement: In an emergency
situation and for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, or
when a disposable straw is needed by customers due to medical or physical conditions
and for whom flexible compostable paper straws are unsuitable, Town facilities, food
vendors, Town franchises, contractors and vendors doing business with the Town shall
be exempt from the provisions of this Chapter.

cl) Laundry dry cleaning bags, door-hanger bags, newspaper bags, or packages of
multiple bags intended for use as garbage, pet waste, or yard waste; although the town
encourages the use of recyclable or compostable products throughout.
e) Bags provided by physicians, dentists, pharmacists or veterinarians to contain
prescription drugs or other medical necessities;

1J

Bags used by a customer or an employee of a business establishment to:
1.

11.

iii.
1v.

Contain bulk items, such as produce, nuts, grains, candy, or small hardware items;
Contain or wrap raw or frozen foods, any meat product, whether seasoned or other
processed, or any seafood product, whether or not prepackaged;
Contain or wrap flowers, potted plants or other items to prevent moisture damage to
other purchases; or
Contain unwrapped prepared foods or bakery goods;

g) Bags used by a non-profit corporation or other hunger relief charity to distribute
food, grocery products, clothing, or other household items; and
h) Bags of any type that the customer brings to the store for their own use for carrying
away from the store goods that are not placed in a bag provided by the store.

i)

Meat trays, plastic lids used to contain foods and liquids, and cutlery (i.e.: forks, spoons,
knives) are exempt from the provisions of this Chapter.

J)

Any product purchased, prepared or packaged outside the Town of Mount Pleasant and
sold in or delivered into the Town are exempt from the provisions of this Chapter.

k) Any packaging used by Food or Grocery Establishments that is required in order to
comply with South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control Retail
Food Establishment Regulation 61-25 or similar food safety regulation, or with federal
food safety laws or regulations.
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Packaging used by Food or Grocery Establishments that are predominantly made of
paper, including wax paper products, paper products that have a clear plastic window
and paper products, like paper cups or soup bowls that are lined in plastic, which are
used to package ready-to-eat foods.

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY UPON FINAL READING;
HOWEVER, THE REVISION TO SECTION 53.0l(n) SHALL BE EFFECTIVE APRIL 16,
2020.
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