Billy Swails Boulevard Phase - 4B
Public Hearing

January 25, 2022

The Town of Mount Pleasant (Town) and the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) welcome
you to this public hearing for the Billy Swails Boulevard – Phase 4B project. The purpose of the meeting is to
provide an opportunity for the local community, interested citizens, and other project stakeholders to review
and comment on the Environmental Assessment and proposed project. Another purpose of the meeting is to
gather information regarding historic or cultural resources in the area. The Christ Church Civil War Line (CCCWL)
is a recognized Section 4(f) resource. Use of federal funds subjects the proposed project to the requirements of
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 which affords protection to historic properties.
HEARING FORMAT
The hearing format will be informal from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM. The Environmental Assessment, large display
boards and maps of the project area are available for viewing. Project team members from SCDOT and the Town
are present to discuss the project with interested citizens on an individual basis. Attendees may ask questions
and provide informal comments.
At 6:00 PM, there will be a brief, formal presentation about the project's purpose and need, preliminary plans,
schedule, and potential impacts to the community and the natural environment. Immediately following the
presentation, attendees will have the option to make formal verbal comments regarding the proposed project.
Anyone who wishes to verbally comment must sign up between 5:00 PM and 5:55 PM at the welcome sign-in
table. Each comment will be limited to two minutes and may not be transferred. The informal portion of the
public hearing will continue during this time. All formal verbal comments will be recorded as part of the official
project record. Commenters will be asked to state their name, address, and any relevant group affiliation.
PROJECT PURPOSE
The purpose of the project is to add capacity in the north and south travel corridor formed by US Highway 17,
the parallel Hungryneck Boulevard/Sweetgrass Basket Parkway/Billy Swails Boulevard, and Rifle Range Road to
accommodate increasing vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic. Traffic reached 58,000 vehicles per day on US
Highway 17 south of SC Highway 41 in 2015, and is forecast to reach 91,000 vehicles per day by the year 2040.
The Hungryneck Boulevard corridor was developed by the Town to relieve traffic on US 17, beginning at the
eastern end of I-526 and connecting back to US 17 via Porchers Bluff Road. Billy Swails Boulevard Phase 4B is
the last unfinished segment of the Hungryneck Boulevard corridor. The southern connection from I-526, and
the connection point north of SC 41 where US 17 traffic volumes drop significantly, make the Hungryneck
Boulevard corridor a logical reliever to the most heavily travelled portion of US 17 in the Lowcountry.
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ALTERNATIVES
To meet the purpose and need of the project, the team first evaluated a wide range of alternatives. Build
alternatives were being considered both within the Billy Swails Boulevard Corridor area and along parallel routes
of US 17 and Rifle Range Road. Either widening US 17 or Rifle Range Road instead of completing Billy Swails
Boulevard would improve the vehicular volume to capacity ratios on these routes. However, the Hungryneck
Boulevard Corridor (Sweetgrass Basket Parkway and the existing Billy Swails Boulevard) would remain
underutilized.
Following the 2019 public information meeting, the alternatives were updated or modified based on design
needs, impacts, and comments from the public. This resulted in Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 being considered for
the project. These alternatives have undergone a systematic evaluation process, resulting in Alternative 2 being
recommended as the Preferred Alternative. Alternative 2 was selected because it meets the purpose and need,
while also minimizing environmental impacts.
The Environmental Assessment (available for review in-person at this hearing or online) addressed all potential
human and natural environmental impacts. Key elements of concern are summarized below:
DRAINAGE
The Town considered numerous comments from the public regarding drainage and potential flooding. As a
result, they prepared a detailed drainage study and are proposing a modified drainage system for this area.
Water would be captured in a new closed drainage system with underground pipes. A new large supplemental
drainage channel would be constructed to further move water through the project area and into a large drainage
ditch near Rifle Range Road. This will greatly reduce local flooding.
NOISE
A detailed noise analysis was completed to understand the existing and future noise levels as a result of the
proposed project. FHWA and SCDOT policy defines a noise impact as either exceeding 66.0 decibels (dBA) or
having an increase from the existing noise by at least 15 dBA. There are no locations where the 66.0 dBA
threshold would be met or exceeded. While noise will increase at nearly all locations, there is only one residence
where the levels would increase by at least 15 dBA. A barrier wall was considered at this location, however, this
barrier did not meet the required criteria to be both reasonable and feasible to construct. Therefore, noise
barriers are not proposed for this project.
SECTION 4(F)
All of the considered Alternatives would impact the historic CCCWL, a resource that is protected under Section
4(f). This nearly 3-mile-long defensive line runs from Boone Hall Creek southeast to Hamlin Sound. Regulations
require that the site be avoided if possible. If not feasible, a full evaluation of measures to minimize harm to
that property must be made. The Preferred Alternative would cross the CCCWL at a location where the resource
has been previously impacted for canal maintenance and neighborhood construction. The structural integrity
of the CCCWL and the buffer around the resource is lower in this location. Several design elements would be
incorporated into the proposed project to avoid and minimize impacts to the CCCWL. An alternate parallel
drainage system was designed to prevent an excess of water flowing into the existing channel within CCCWL.
High water flows could lead to instability of the earthen berms and historic elements of the resource.
Additionally, a Memorandum of Agreement incorporates mitigation for a public involvement component related
to the CCCWL, a LiDAR survey of the CCCWL, a detailed resource report, and access for specialists to the site
during construction.
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TITLE VI COMPLIANCE
SCDOT complies with all nondiscrimination requirements set forth by the Federal regulations
issued by the U.S. Department of Transportation under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as
amended. Any person who believes that he or she has been discriminated against because of
race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or disability or national origin under a program receiving
Federal Aid has the right to ﬁle a complaint with SCDOT. The complaint should be filed with the
Title VI Program Compliance Coordinator at the Office of Business Development and Special
Programs, 955 Park Street, Suite 117, Columbia, SC 29202 or at (803) 737-5095. The complaint
should be submitted no later than 180 days after the date of the alleged act of discrimination. It
should outline as completely as possible the facts and circumstances of the incident; and should
be signed by the person making the complaint.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
Final NEPA Environmental Approval
Right of Way

1st quarter 2022
2022

Construction Begins

Summer 2023

THE PROPOSED PROJECT IS TO BE FUNDED USING BOTH FEDERAL AND LOCAL (TOWN) FUNDS.

COMMENTS:
We encourage you to provide written comments on the forms provided so we may have a record of your
suggestions for our consideration. The Town appreciates your attendance and strongly encourages you to
provide input regarding this project in one of the following ways:
1. Complete the comment form and place it in the comment box provided.
2. Email comments to PLykins@tompsc.com

Mr. Paul Lykins - Town of Mount Pleasant
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Building A, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
Comments will be accepted through February 9, 2022.

Additional information can be found at:
HTTP://WWW.TOMPSC.COM/609/TRANSPORTATION-DEPARTMENT
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